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“Any horse, no matter 
what the conformation, 
can be more attractive 
and move better with 
correct training.”  
          — Arlene Rigdon
  

In this issue: 

p. 3.  Year-End Banquet  

p. 4. CDS Annual Awards 

p. 5. Adult Amateur Clinic 

p. 6. CDS Annual Meeting  

p. 8. Meet the Board 

p. 11. Member Profile 

p. 13. Thomas Fire  

p. 14. Ride a Test Clinic 

p. 15. WEG Update 

p. 16. Member News 

p. 19. Classifieds 

p. 20. Sponsors 

p. 22. Calendar 

p. 23. Board of Directors

TRANSITIONS 
 The Newsletter of the Santa Barbara Chapter of the California Dressage Society 

Chair’s Corner

After a Rough 
Start . . .  
We’re on a Roll! 

2018 has been proven to be a rough start for many in Santa Barbara.  
We went from the final weeks of 2017 with smoke filled skies to the 
horror and reality of the mudslide that wreaked havoc in Montecito.  
Even for those not directly affected by the fire or the mudslide, the 
collateral emotional damage cannot be dismissed. 

So many stories have been shared by those who were directly hit by 
the challenges experienced.  It has taken strength and fortitude to 
wake up each morning, knowing things will get better and accepting 
these challenges. 

In the pages to follow you will read about some of our amazing 
members who volunteered during this very difficult time.  We salute 
those who have worked so hard to keep Santa Barbara moving 
forward.  Additional members have stepped up from their very busy 
lives to volunteer for your 2018 board. We are focused on creating a 
great year to include many educational and social events to add to 
your calendar.  Our energy level is high!   

(continued on next page)

Mary Couch  
2018 SBC-CDS Chair
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Chair’s Corner, continued

I would like to start the year off by thanking everyone who has volunteered to make this a great year by 
giving their time and focus to the Santa Barbara Dressage chapter.  We have already put together and 
delivered a beautiful basket for the annual CDS meeting in Sacramento, which brought in one of the 
highest bids.  The entire contents of the basket were donated by local businesses. A huge thank you to 
all who sought out these donations and to the businesses themselves for contributing.  Tack and 
Tog donations are being collected and by the time you read this, we will be about to host our first 
educational and social event, our Ride a Test Clinic.  We are sending both an Adult Amateur rider 
and a Junior to this year’s CDS clinics. We are on a roll!

But we can always use your help. Please don’t hesitate to contact any one of us if you’d like to 
volunteer in any way.  We could really use a membership committee who could reach out to our 
members, enlist volunteers for our two shows, and make sure our members are being heard and 
recognized. A social media person would also be very helpful. Please join us in helping make our 
chapter the best that it can be.

Wishing everyone a wonderful Spring.

CDS Yearbooks Available to Chapter Members 

CDS published a 50th anniversary yearbook last 
year, and our chapter has a box of them to share 

with our members. If you are 
interested in having your very 
own copy of this treasure trove 
of CDS history, contact Mary 
Couch at 
marycouch1@gmail.com 

No shipping is available; 
please arrange pickup with 
Mary. We guarantee that it will be well worth the trip!
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2017 SBC-CDS Year-End Awards Banquet 

Our 2017 year-end meeting and awards banquet, held 
November 19,  was certainly a big hit this year, with over 
60 members and guests in attendance.

The SBC-CDS board voted to change the venue for the 
year, so Mulligans at the Santa Barbara Golf Course 
hosted the event.  The room was bright and airy with 
French doors overlooking the beautiful greens.  The 
Medina family, owners of Mulligans, could not have 
been more accommodating.  A delicious assortment of 
pastas and salads were served along with wonderful cheesecake for dessert.  The tables were 
elegantly set with white tables linens and lovely flower arrangements donated and designed by 
Louise Caccese.

Our meeting had a full agenda which ran quickly with numerous pauses for the calling out of yet 
another raffle winner. We had over 50 raffle winners!

Awards were given out to members for schooling and 
recognized show achievements (see next page).  
Engraved equine soft brushes and beautiful rosette 
ribbons were awarded riders who competed from 
Introductory Level through Intermediate, including 
musical freestyle and para dressage.  We had  a lot of 
chapter member winners this year!

Overall, we had a very lively room with friends old and 
new, all of whom seemed to be having a great time.  A 
huge thank you to all of our sponsors for donating so 
many wonderful items for our raffle and silent auction.  
Thank you to Laura Kranzler for wrangling all of the 

raffle items and designing so many beautiful silent auction baskets.  And a big thank you to Laura 
Langford for pulling it all together and putting on the best party of the year.

Your 2018 board is already looking forward to planning this year’s banquet. We will be in touch with 
a “save the date” soon.

Laura Kranzler accepting her award from Mary 
Couch (left) and Gina Von der Burg (right).
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Recognized	Division 
  
1st	level	AA 
Champion:			 Lisa	Teske	/	Safari																																	 median	score:		73.606% 
Res.	Ch.:											 Laura	Langford	/	Sir	Charles																	 	median	score:		61.482% 
  
1st	level	Open 
Champion:									 	Katherine	Sulzbach	/	Splendid	Spring				 median	score:		70.588% 
Res.	Ch.:											 	Suzanne	Galsterer	/	Capriccio															 median	score:		70.000% 
  
2nd	level	AA 
Champion:									 Lisa	Teske	/	Safari																																	 median	score:		69.185% 
  
3rd	level	AA 
Champion									 Cynthia	Riley	/	DaVince																									 median	score:		64.552% 
Res.	Ch.:											 Lindsey	Reed	/	Haviland																								 median	score:		62.500%	

3rd	level	Freestyle	AA 
Champion									 KrisP	Ullman	/	Luek																									 median	score:		63.66% 

 FEI	Paraequestrian	Grade	IV 
Champion:									Michele	Bandinu	/	Soulman	13													 median	score:		72.102% 
Res.	Ch.:												 Michele	Bandinu	/	Skagen	5																	 median	score:		69.375% 
  
FEI	Paraequestrian	Grade	IV	Freestyle 
Champion:									Michele	Bandinu	/	Soulman	13													 median	score:		69.325% 
  
Schooling	Division 
  
Training	Level	AA 
Champion:									Carole	BenneT	/	Van	Gogh																		 median	score:		64.870% 
Res.	Ch.:												 Laura	Kranzler	/	Sir	Charles																		 median	score:		63.270% 
  
Training	Level	Open 
Champion:									Suzanne	Galsterer	/	San	Diego												 	median	score:		74.980% 
  
1st	level	AA 
Champion:									Mary	Couch	/	Istala																														 median	score:		67.560% 
Res.	Ch.:												 Karen	Jenkins	/	Homer																									 median	score:		65.221% 
  
2nd	level	AA				 
Champion:									Karen	Christensen	/	Istala																			 median	score:		66.680%	

USDF	Bronze	Medal	Awardees	

Two	scores	over	60%	at	1st,	2nd,	and	3rd	levels	from	two	different	judges,	two	separate	rides.			

Marianne	Kruidenier	

Lindsey	Reed	

SBC-CDS Annual Awards 2017
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Adult Amateur Clinic:  
An Opportunity for Riders and Auditors Alike 

One	of	the	highlights	of	the	SBC-CDS	Annual	MeePng	is	drawing	a	name	for	
a	lucky	rider	to	represent	our	chapter	at	the	CDS	Adult	Amateur	Clinic.	At	
last	year’s	meePng,	we	drew	five	names,	to	be	sure	we	had	a	deep	pool	of	
alternates	in	case	plans	changed	and	selected	riders	couldn’t	aTend.	That	
proved	to	be	a	lucky	move,	as	our	first	four	people	turned	out	not	to	be	able	
to	parPcipate.	Fortunately,	Susan	Ashbrook,	whose	name	was	the	final	one	
drawn,	leapt	at	the	chance.	Susan	is	a	highly	qualified	representaPve	of	our	
chapter,	having	competed	on	a	variety	of	horses	up	to	Intermediate	1.	She	
plans	to	bring	her	Oldenburg	gelding,	the	USDF	2014	4th	Level	Horse	of	the	
Year	Don	Tesoro,	to	the	clinic	at	the	end	of	March.		

In	addiPon	to	what	it	offers	the	lucky	riders	sponsored	by	California	chapters,	the	CDS	Adult	Amateur	
Clinic	provides	all	CDS	members	a	valuable	audiPng	opportunity.	So	get	together	with	friends,	carpool	up	
to	the	gorgeous	Templeton	Farm,	and	spend	a	day	supporPng	our	chapter’s	rider	and	increasing	your	
knowledge	of	what	it	takes	to	ride	correctly	at	the	various	levels.	You’ll	be	glad	you	did.	
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2018 CDS Annual Meeting and Symposium

by Laura Langford

     

Laura Kranzler and I were 
fortunate to be able to attend 
the CDS Annual Meeting and 
Symposium this year in 
Sacramento. We weren’t sure 
what to expect, but we learned 
a lot and enjoyed representing 
our chapter.  
     At the meeting, we broke 
up into small groups. Our 
group included other 
chapters from central 
California. It was interesting 
to hear what other chapters 
are doing, what they struggle with, and what works for them. We learned that many chapters’ 
boards are small, and that many also struggle to get enough volunteers. Laura and I realized how 
fortunate we are to have so many volunteers, not just on the board, but at our shows and events. 
Our work couldn’t be done without them.  
     Many chapters have several junior riders and are looking for ways to attract even more. Their 
work on behalf of the up and coming generation of dressage riders underlined the fact that our 
chapter, with just one junior member, needs to do more to attract juniors.  
     Most significant was our discussion on the Thomas Fire and subsequent floods. Laura and I 
were surprised to learn that we’re one of the few cities to have an equine evacuation and rescue 
organization. When we reconvened with the larger group, plans were made to reach out to 
various people who will be able to advise other chapters about how to start a rescue in their 
communities. This discussion made us especially thankful for Kathy O’Connor and her tireless 
efforts as head of Santa Barbara Equine Assistance and Evacuation Team  (see her member 
profile on p. 11). What would we have done without her and all of the volunteers who came out 
and helped in countless ways? Laura and I were so happy to volunteer, and it was amazing to see 
our community come out in full force during a dark time in our city’s history. 

      
    ( continued on next page) 
 
 
 

Our gift basket offered Santa Barbara themed items including a two-night 
stay at the Santa Barbara Inn.
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CDS Meeting and Symposium, continued

During the awards ceremony, we were overjoyed to 
receive for our chapter a $500 check from CDS in 
recognition of our newsletter, which won the “Best 
Chapter Newsletter” award.  
 
On Sunday we braved the cold (36°) morning to 
attend the Symposium at Starr Vaughn. Willy Arts 
and David Wightman were the clinicians and the 
topic was young horses, from yearlings to 6-year-
olds. The youngsters were brought in and Willy 
and David took turns explaining how each horse 
would move, including their strengths and 
weaknesses, according to their conformation. As 

they moved 
up in each 
age category, training methods were explained and 
demonstrated. We learned about lunging, the first 
saddling and mounting of a horse, riding, and so on 
through their training. We saw some beautiful horse and 
rider combinations, and felt very grateful to all involved 
who traveled some distance to be there. Thanks also to 
Kevin and Erica Reinig for hosting us at Michelle 
Vaughn’s gorgeous Starr Vaughn Equestrian.

Laura and I both really enjoyed the weekend. We got to 
experience Old Town Sacramento Friday evening where 
we had dinner, then meeting all the wonderful chapter 
members and board members at the meeting and 
symposium. 

If you’ve never attended this event, we would highly 
encourage you to go. It’s great to get out there and see 
what our extended riding community is doing!

Laura Kranzler (left) and Laura Langford at the 
awards ceremony, accepting a $500 check from CDS 
President Kevin Reinig in recognition of our chapter’s 
newsletter.

Laura Kranzler and Laura Langford with 
Symposium presenters Willy Arts and 
David Wightman.
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Meet the 2018 SBC-CDS Board 

President: Mary Couch 
Our current chair, Mary Couch, served as our chapter’s co-chair in 
2017 and as social chair in 2016. In her other life, she has worked in 
the feature film and television industry for the past 25 years. Mary 
reflects, “Finding dressage later in life has given me such a wonderful 
focus and a way to round out my life.” She has been riding Karen 
Christensen’s extremely kind and willing 12-year-old registered Paint, 
Istala, and plans on showing 2nd level this year.

Secretary: Susan Ashbrook 
Susan Ashbrook feels very fortunate to have three dressage horses, Lord Cerraht, her retired I1 
Oldenburg; Don Tesoro, her 9-year-old 4th level Oldenburg,  and Deacon’s Quarter, a 6-year-old 

Hessian, who is schooling first level. She also has a Western horse she rides 
when she has a chance to hit some of the beautiful trails of the Central 
Coast. In the coming season, she looks forward to showing Don Tesoro, “a 
challenging horse to ride, with lots of go! She would love to ride him at Prix 
St George later this year, but is starting at 3rd level so they have a chance to 
have fun and get to know each other at horse shows. Her new “guy," 
Deacon’s Quarter, has proved himself to be quite a little show horse, 
winning the 2017 Training Horse of the Year in Illinois. Susan just started 
riding him after recovering from shoulder surgery. She hopes to show him 1st 

level this year.

Treasurer and Show Co-Chair: Karen Christensen

Karen Christensen is continuing as treasurer and show co-chair this year. She 
has been a chapter member for 20 years, so she brings a lot of history and 
knowledge to our board meetings. Karen came to dressage after many years of 
trail riding, a little eventing, and fox hunting. She loves the process of bringing a 
horse up through the levels, and has campaigned two horses up as far as 
Intermediate I. She is currently recovering from major neck surgery, but she 
hopes to be able to show her paint horse Istala later in the year.

(continued on next page)
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Meet the Board, continued
Show Co-Chair: Gina Von der Burg 
Gina has returned enthusiastically to the proverbial SBC-CDS fold after 
an interim sabbatical. Recently retired from UCSB, she stays busier now 
than when she was working. Between commuting to Santa Ynez to care 
for her horses Elan, Rowdy Joe, Paddy Cakes, and Faith, and nurturing 
her 9-week-old basset hound puppy Buttercup and her faithful 12-year-
old Kelpie Cubbi, she is either at the Cherokee Ranch in the valley, 
enjoying the beach at Hendry’s, or supporting her church as outreach 
director. A lifelong dressage enthusiast and rider, she has brought several 
people along in the basics and loves inspiring others to follow their 
equine and dressage passion.

Education Chair: Ellen Thorne 
Ellen moved to California last July after graduating from the University of Vermont. She has a 
retired 14.2-hand chestnut quarter horse/Welsh mare, Carmen, who is still sassy even in her old age! 

Carmen started as Ellen’s Pony Club horse and ignited her passion for 
Dressage. Carmen is currently enjoying her retirement in western 
Pennsylvania at the farm where she has lived for the past 15 years. Although 
she was unable to bring Carmen to California, Ellen is keeping up with her 
riding as an assistant trainer at Ridgewood Farm in Santa Barbara. She loves 
teaching others the fundamentals of riding, and she enjoys being able to work 
with so many fantastic people and horses. She hopes to lease or own a 
dressage horse in the near future, but for now she is excited to be involved 
with the chapter and getting to know the local dressage scene. When she is 

not riding, she loves to spend time outside in the mountains hiking, climbing, 
or trail running with her two dogs, Maisie and Merlin. 

Social Chair: Michelle Bischoff 

Michelle has a 17.3 hand warmblood/ thoroughbred gelding named Atlas. They 
have been partners for less than a year, so she is working on developing a closer 
connection with him, with the goal of earning qualifying scores at training and 
first levels this year.  Atlas is the first horse she has owned on her own. “I wasn't 
really looking for a horse, and definitely not one so large, but he is such a 
fantastic gentle giant. I am in love!” Away from the barn, she is a realtor with 
Village Properties, has her own property management business, dances with a 
local group, and thoroughly enjoys traveling. “If I am not in the country, most 
likely I will be in Italy!”  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Meet the Board, continued

Sponsorship Chair: Sarah McClintock

Sarah rides a 6-year-old chestnut mare named Cleopatra that she 
rescued from a Premarin ranch in North Dakota when Cleopatra was 
only 10 months old. Their journey together has been quite the 
adventure since her mare wasn't even halter broke when she got her. 
But Cleopatra has taught her more in the five years they have been 
together than she had ever hoped. Sarah had been a hunter/jumper up 
until three years ago when after having her son she felt she needed to 
get back in riding shape before jumping again. That’s when she fell in love with dressage. She is 
hoping for this year to be her first show season, but Cleopatra has recently developed some physical 
symptoms that have put their training on hold. She hopes they get back on track and can still make 
the end of the year shows. Sarah works as a nurse and has a wonderful husband and 3-year-old son at 
home. 

Newsletter Editor: Lindsey Reed

When Lindsey retired from a career editing a historical journal at 
UCSB, she needed a new passion. That’s when she got serious about 
dressage, after a lifetime of other equine activities. She now has two 
home-bred Trakehner mares, 1st level Ravi, who also loves eventing, 
and Ravi’s mother Haviland, who is working hard to perfect 3rd level 
and who helped Lindsey earn her USDF Bronze Medal last season. In 
addition to her dressage horses, Lindsey’s beloved 25-year-old quarter 
horse gelding Juney (a recovering roping horse who switched careers 
18 years ago) is still game for all kinds of fun, including side saddle, 

trail riding, fox hunting, horse camping, and Fiesta Parade. He gets nice compliments on his frame 
and his extended trot, so maybe he and Lindsey can do a century ride one day.

If you haven’t already done so . . . please renew for 2018!
If you haven’t renewed your CDS membership for 2018, be sure to do so right away. We hope 
you will continue your support of our chapter and all that we do for the sport of dressage.  
Remember, you must be a member at the time scores are earned to submit those scores for 
our chapter’s year-end awards. If you didn’t receive your renewal notice or are having trouble 
finding it, log onto california-dressage.org to rejoin and receive all the benefits of 
membership for 2018!

http://california-dressage.org
http://california-dressage.org
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Member Profile

Kathy O’Connor: Making Our Chapter Proud 

The SBC-CDS chapter is full of fascinating members, alike in their 
commitment to dressage but amazingly diverse in what they do when 
they are not pursuing their passion for horses. Our members include 
people from a wide range of professions, people who bring their 
knowledge and talents to a variety of community service tasks as well. 
Probably none of them, though, has made contributions that proved 
more useful to Santa Barbara’s equestrian community during the recent 
Thomas Fire and Debris Flow tragedy than Kathy O’Connor, chair of 
Santa Barbara City College’s Department of Health Sciences and 
Physical Education and one of the most dedicated horse lovers 
anywhere.

Way back in 1990, during the Painted Cave Fire, she recognized the 
need for a volunteer group that could rescue and evacuate horses during 
times of emergency. Three hundred fifty horses had to be evacuated to 
Earl Warren Showgrounds during that fire, and Kathy was there to 
help, along with local veterinarian Dick Mansmann, farrier Clark 
Beckstead, trainer Betsy Woods, and horse owners Barbara Wolf, Bev 
McCurdy, and others. After the fire, working with these volunteers and 
other interested people in the Santa Barbara horse community, Kathy helped found the Santa Barbara 
Equine Assistance and Evacuation Team, which has been busy ever since rescuing and evacuating horses 
in distress.

As Kathy explained, it’s hard to keep a group like that going during times when there isn’t an emergency.  
Clinics on topics that will help horse owners in a crisis, like a recent one on trailering, have drawn 
discouragingly few participants. It takes an emergency like the Thomas Fire to remind people how 
important it is to have an evacuation plan, to know how to load horses that might not have been in a 
trailer for a while, and to remember safe ways to identify any animals that might have to be turned loose 
to fend for themselves.

But when the Thomas Fire began to threaten Santa Barbara, the Equine Evac group came to the rescue, 
and volunteers came out of the woodwork. All of a sudden, thirteen hundred animals, over six hundred of 
them horses, crowded into the stalls at Earl Warren Showgrounds. They needed to be fed and walked; 
their stalls needed to be cleaned. Kathy, who was evacuated herself from her farm in Romero Canyon, set 
up a cot where she could sleep at night and went to work. She was so impressed by the number of 
chapter members who just showed up and asked what they could do. Barbara Cleveland, who lost her

(Continued on next page)

Equine Evac Co-Founder and 
President Kathy O’Connor and her 
Anglo-Trakehner horse Dynamite.
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Member Profile, continued
home in the fire, was there helping out. As were Karen Christensen, barely recovered from serious neck 
surgery, trainer Louise Caccese and her many students including Sally Cushman, Laura Langford, and 
Laura Kranzler, and a host of others. 

Kathy is grateful to everyone who came out to help, and hopes that now that the group has an expanded 
list of volunteers, more organizational work can be done to form well-trained teams who can assist 
during any future time of need.

During the lull between the inevitable storms, Kathy hopes to spend more time in the saddle. Her 
interest in dressage goes way back. She was around when Sue Davidge formed the California Dressage 
Society and established its first chapter in Santa Barbara County. 
Kathy would later serve as president of the chapter. She even bred 
two thoroughbred mares to Sue Davidge’s Trakehner stallion Virgil, 
hoping to get a nice dressage horse. Then life and work intervened, 
and as is true for so many career women, her dressage dreams were 
put on hold. 

But recently, she acquired a 17.2 hand, 4-year-old Hanoverian gelding 
named Bentley, who was given to her because he couldn’t jump any 
more. She finally had her dressage horse. She decided to volunteer at 
the Earl Warren show last May, reconnected with members of the 
chapter, met Louise Caccese and began taking lessons with her, and is 
now happily back in the SBC-CDS fold. She plans to attend our 
upcoming clinic with Sandy Chohany and hopes to show later in the 
season.

Thank you, Kathy, for all you’ve done. You make our chapter proud.

 Interested in volunteering for Equine Evac? 

Contact Kathy O’Connor at oconnork@sbcc.edu 

Kathy’s young dressage horse 
Bentley is a 17.2 hand 
Hanoverian.
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Dressage Community Rallies during Thomas Fire

by Laura Kranzler

What is usually a happy and festive time of year turned out to be 
completely devastating and extremely scary for Santa  Barbara 
last December.  Who would have thought that a fire originating 
in Santa Paula would ever reach Santa Barbara and the 
surrounding communities?  As a precaution, I decided to 
evacuate my retiree Hank from Greer Valley Ranch to Marabella 
Stables in Summerland. I was in complete horror and shock when 
the fire reached Carpinteria and was threatening Summerland.  
Two days later I evacuated Hank to Shoreline Farms in Goleta.  

I knew how I felt, but couldn’t even imagine people who were 
under mandatory or voluntary evacuation with entire barns full 
of animals.  I knew I had to give back to my community.  Enter 
chapter member and local dressage trainer Louise Caccese, who rallied the troops and created a 
schedule for her “peeps” to volunteer at Earl Warren and assist Equine Evac.  Finally, a way to pay-it-
forward and help!  I was impressed by how organized the Equine Evac people were, and by all the 
volunteers who were there to hand walk, feed, water, and muck stalls.  Some of them knew nothing 
about horses, but like me felt helpless and wanted to assist. What I didn’t realize was all the different 

species of animals displaced at Earl Warren:  birds, pigs, cows, lambs, sheep, 
llamas, horses were just a few who were forced to take shelter there.  

Every day trailers were constantly dropping off animals as the fire raged 
closer to Santa Barbara.  I volunteered to muck, feed, and water the animals 
in all the barns by the golf course.  Every animal I encountered was 
frightened, agitated, and stressed.  I spoke to each animal calmly and softly 
while also giving head and neck rubs.  I 
was trying to do my best to comfort all 
these sweet creatures who were confused 

and I’m sure missing home.  I saw 
numerous medical emergencies while working my shifts.  I was 
relieved to see Dr. Goss, Dr. Kuesis, and Dr. Blumenshine caring for 
animals around the clock and for several days.

Lastly, I want to thank the Equine Evac group for all their dedication 
and for the around-the-clock work they do for our community.  A lot of other areas do not have an 
equine evacuation team or even an emergency plan.  We are truly fortunate to have them here in Santa 
Barbara.  

A frightened evacuee took temporary 
shelter at Earl Warren Showgrounds as 
the Thomas Fire raged.
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The	Santa	Barbara	County	Chapter	of	the	California	Dressage	Society	presents	
	

	
	

Ride-a-Test	Clinic	
With	

Sandi	Chohany	
Saturday	March	10th	

*	In	The	Irons	Farm	*	

1220	Franklin	Ranch	Rd,	Goleta,	CA	93117	
	
Looking	to	get	a	head	start	on	the	2018	show	season?	Want	to	increase	your	dressage	test	scores?	Join	us	for	
our	Ride-a-test	clinic	with	USEF	‘S’	Judge,	Sandi	Chohany.	Each	participant	will	have	30	minutes	with	Sandi	
where	they	will	ride	their	dressage	test	of	choice,	receive	feedback	and	work	to	improve	the	test.	Don’t	miss	

out	on	this	fantastic	opportunity	to	work	through	a	test	with	a	USEF	Judge!	
	

About	Sandi	
Sandi	is	a	competitor,	clinician	and	USEF	‘S’	dressage	judge	based	out	of	Illinois.	Sandi	has	trained	in	Europe	
with	Rudiger	Blume	and	Gerhard	Politz,	and	has	achieved	her	USDF	bronze,	silver	and	gold	medals.	Sandi	has	
been	successful	with	training	numerous	horses	and	students	to	Grand	Prix.	Her	current	horse	is	U.S.	National	

Champion	at	2nd	Level.	
	

The	fee	for	the	Clinic	is	$60	for	CDS	members	and	$70	for	non-members.	
Auditors	are	welcome!	Auditing	fee	is	free	to	CDS	members	and	$10	for	non-members.	

	
Please	fill	out	and	mail/email	the	form	below	to	Ellen	Thorne:	10695	Clover	Lane	#103	Ventura,	CA	93004	or	
ekthorne1@gmail.com.	If	you	have	any	questions,	feel	free	to	call	Ellen	at	724-610-2869.	Please	make	checks	

payable	to	the	Santa	Barbara	County	Chapter	of	the	CDS.		
Please	send	clinic	entries	and	payment	by	February	24th,	2018	to	reserve	your	spot.	

	
Rider	Name:		_______________________________							USDF/USEF	Test	of	choice:		____________________	
	
Phone	number:		_____________________________						Email	Address:	______________________________	
	
California	Dressage	Society	Member?				Yes						no												
	
Additional	Comments:	_____________________________________________________________________	

New	

Locat
ion!	



MARCH 2018

TRANSITIONS �15

On the Road Again . . .  
Michele Bandinu’s Quest to Ride in the WEG 

It’s not easy to pursue a spot on the Para Equestrian team that will 
compete at the World Equestrian Games (WEG), to be held this fall in 
Tryon, North Carolina. It’s especially difficult if you have your own 
business and are based on the West Coast. There are very few 
qualifying shows here, and once the selection process kicks in, you have 
to spend endless time and money traveling back and forth just to stand 
a chance. It means an incredibly hectic travel and training schedule, 
but it’s an effort Michele Bandinu is willing to make. Juggling work, 
weather, holidays, transportation issues, and the East Coast show 
schedule has been a challenge, but he is up to it.

Since we reported on his activities in our last issue, Michele, along with 
his “co-pilot” Enrique Subauste, headed east on December 26 of last 
year with Soulman 13 and Skagen in tow, arrived in Wellington on the 
30th, and had three days to prepare with trainer Ryan Torkkeli for his classes at the Adequan show. His 
rides at that show were  “not great, just okay,” as both Michele and his horses were tired from the long 
trip and struggled a bit with the cold, windy weather and the big crowds. After the show, he left the 

horses at a boarding stable and flew home to tend to 
work for four days before flying right back for a bit of 
training with his former coach Albrecht Heidemann. 
Ryan joined him again to help him at the next show, 
and this time Michele did much better, earning three 
scores over 70%, which impressed the Para team 
coach and convinced Michele to continue on this 
exhausting but rewarding journey.

The experience in Florida allowed Michele to zero in 
on Soulman 13 as the horse for his Para Equestrian 
Team quest. “Soulman is the one,” Michele explained. 
“Skagen doesn’t have the mellow look they like.” In 
Para dressage, judges are looking for a relaxed and 
harmonious horse, qualities they value over 
expression and big movement. So when Michele 

returns east for his next show in April, this time in Tryon, he’ll only be taking one horse. That will be the 
“determining show”: If he and Soulman do well there, they stand a chance of a spot on the team.  

Good luck, Michele! Your friends in SBC-CDS are rooting for you!

Michele Bandinu (left) and 
his “co-pilot” Enrique 
Subauste, on the road to 
Wellington.

Michele and Soulman 13 in progressive stages of 
gratitude, having just completed the final ride of 
their January Wellington show season.
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Member News

Connections 

As we reported earlier in this issue, last year ended with the disastrous Thomas Fire and the 
resulting Montecito debris flow tragedy. One of our members, Kathy O’Connor, is the co-
founder and president of the Santa Barbara Equine Assistance and Evacuation group, which 
rescued many horses and other animals from the fire and flood and ran the evacuation center at 
the Earl Warren Showgrounds. A number of our members volunteered long hours feeding, 
watering, mucking, hand walking, comforting, and providing other much needed assistance to 
these displaced animals. Other members countywide provided housing for evacuees and their 
animals. Our members’ outpouring of support was a testament to the sense of community SBC-
CDS promotes in Santa Barbara County. Thanks especially to our chapter’s Equine Evac Earl 
Warren volunteers Allyson Aldridge, Michelle Bischoff, Barbara Cleveland, Mary Couch, 
Karen Christensen, Sally Cushman, Laura Kranzler, Marianne Kruidenier, Laura 
Langford, Sarah McClintock, Maraka McDonald, Stacey 
Voigt, and Cindy Young.

We have a few “cover boys” in our 
chapter!  Karen Christensen’s 2nd level 
paint horse Istala, once a dude ranch 
horse, was featured in a Lazy EL Ranch 
article in a recently published coffee table 
book (foreground, right), and  Kristi 
Ullman’s 25-year-old Friesian Deuk (left) 
appeared in a fashion spread in Western Lifestyle magazine.

Some of our members went to see Cavalia Odysseo when it 
was performing in Camarillo. Pictured are (L-R), Mary 
Couch, friends Kristin Jepson and Kathy McGill, Karen 
Christensen, and Allyson Aldridge. When not performing 
in Camarillo, the Cavalia horses romped in the green fields of 
High Star Farm in Los Alamos, their new favorite R&R spot 
and our chapter’s summer show venue.
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When Barbara Cleveland lost her home and belongings in the Thomas Fire, her friends 
stepped up to be sure that some of her dressage related items were replaced. Former chapter 
member Sharon Vanderziel, who now lives in Kentucky and works as education programs 
coordinator for USDF, made sure she got a duplicate bronze medal. And Cindy Riley replaced 
her Century Club plaque. 

Susan Ashbrook welcomes a new horse, Deacon’s 
Quarter, the Illinois Training Level Horse of the Year, 
pictured at right. She hopes to show him 1st level this 
year.

Congratulations to Lisa Teske and Suzanne 
Galsterer, who won Year-End Awards at DASC’s 
awards banquet in January. 

Gina von der Burg is mentoring a a 9-year-
old 4th grader named Leilani. Leilani is 
learning to ride, loves horses, dogs, and 
kitties, and is enjoying playing with Gina’s 
ample menagerie. Gina’s sweet mare Faith 
has made a miraculous breakthrough from 
her debilitating cutaneous lymphoma, 
thanks to Lisa Teske, DVM, and the team 
of Dan, Jean Charles, and Cheryl, who 
helped her to come through so that she and 
Leilani can enjoy their time together once 
again. 

Connections, continued
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Connections, continued

Laura Langford sends this report:  
I’m super excited to start the show season with my new mare, Britzy. 
After not riding for several weeks due to fire, illness, and holidays, 
we’re finally back on track. Our first show is slated for April 14-15 at El 
Sueño. I’m planning on competing in 1st Level, then hoping to add a 
couple of 2nd Level classes at our Earl Warren and Los Alamos shows 
later this year. I’d be so excited to earn my first Gem Award this year, 
but we’ll see… Laura Kranzler and I are so looking forward to going 
to shows together. She has a new mare, Lilli, and our girls have 
become best friends, tearing around the pasture together and 
terrorizing the geldings! I’m also excited to share my girl with 
Maraka McDonald, who’s been riding and schooling Britzy when 
I’m working in LA. She’s hoping to earn her Bronze on her this year. 
I’ll be honored to act as groom for Maraka. She’s a lovely and 
accomplished rider. There are lots of shows and awards to look 
forward to, but enjoying the process is important too...and that’s 
when I take my girl on a nice relaxing trail ride!

Nicole Chastain and Brad Price are running the new Equestrian Center at Pence Ranch and Vineyard 
in Buellton. The property includes a huge covered arena, large outdoor arena, round pen, both sand and 
grass turnouts, gorgeous trails, and plans for a Eurociser. This beautiful facility has a separate client tack 
room and lounge, bathroom, grooming area/ wash rack in addition to the same facilities for the trainers. 
Horses in training/lesson programs welcome; offering rehab services and retirement options. The first 
nationally rated Working Equitation Show in this area was held in January. They hope to be hosting 
more events throughout the year including clinics in Dressage, Working Equitation, Western Dressage, 
Sorting, Ranch/Trail, and Ranch Roping. For 
more information, contact 
nicole@nicolechastain.com 

SBC-CDS Members:  
Do you have news to share for our next 
Connections column?   
Send a few lines and a photo to Newsletter 
Editor Lindsey Reed at lreed@silcom.com

Perpetual Trophy 
Donations Needed 

Our chapter would like to establish perpetual 
trophies for year-end awards at the various levels. 
Would you like to donate (and name) a trophy to 
honor riders at your favorite level? Or perhaps a 
Musical Freestyle Perpetual Trophy? 

If you are interested in helping us establish 
perpetual trophies, please contact Michelle 
Bischoff at Michellecb805@gmail.com 

mailto:nicole@nicolechastain.com
mailto:lreed@silcom.com
mailto:nicole@nicolechastain.com
mailto:lreed@silcom.com


MARCH 2018

TRANSITIONS �19

CLASSIFIEDS . . .  

For	Sale:	PrisPne	Stubben	saddle.		Dgenesis	model	with	deluxe	black	leather,	17.5	Extra	
Deep	Biomex	seat	and	40.5cm	flaps	with	blocks.		Narrow	tree	is	perfect	for	a	horse	with	
high	withers.	I	bought	this	saddle	for	my	18yo	16.1	TB	Gelding.	I	love	this	saddle	&	hate	to	
part	with	it,	but	sadly	it	doesn't	fit	my	new	horse.	Paid	$4500,	willing	to	sell	for	$3000	
OBO.		Please	contact	Laura	Kranzler,	dankranzler@cox.net	or	805	217-1482	if	interested.		

For	Sale:	DK	Bond	II	Dressage	Saddle.	17.5"	seat,	saddle	can	be	fit	to	any	horse	by	a	DK	Saddle	rep.		Air	
bladders,	black	calf	leather,	burgundy	sPtching	and	welPng.		Saddle	is	5	years	old	and	in	great	shape.		
Currently	on	Ebay.		$3200	OBO.	Call	Marianne	at	805	259-5196	or	email	at	mkfamily101@gmail.com	

Wanted:	Light-weight	metal	portable	corral	to	use	for	horse	camping.	Contact:	Lreed@silcom.com	or	
805-896-4617.			

For	Sale:	Wintec	Pro	dressage	saddle.	Great	for	someone	just	genng	into	dressage	or	who	
would	like	a	dressage-style	saddle	to	use	on	the	trail.	FiTed	with	a	medium	wide	tree	and	
comes	with	a	gullet	plate	sized	for	a	medium	tree.	Other	size	plates	can	be	purchased.	
$300	OBO.	Contact	Lreed@silcom.com	or	805-896-4617.			

Do	you	have	horses	to	sell	or	lease,	facili@es	for	rent,	training	services	to	offer,	or	anything	
else	you’d	like	to	adver@se	in	this	column?	Classified	ads	are	free	to	SBC-CDS	members.	
Send	your	ad	to	Lreed@silcom.com	

Riding Warehouse Offers 15% Discount  
to CDS Members 
Riding Warehouse has very generously offered 
our members a special discount whenever they 
shop at their store or online. We now have our 
own special discount code. Contact SBC-CDS 
Sponsorship Chair Sarah McClintock 
(semcclintock22@yahoo.com) to get the code, 
and go shopping at this amazing store. You will 
love their customer service and their convenient 
Golden State overnight shipping option!

mailto:dankranzler@cox.net
mailto:mkfamily101@gmail.com
mailto:Lreed@silcom.com
mailto:dankranzler@cox.net
mailto:mkfamily101@gmail.com
mailto:Lreed@silcom.com
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Pla>num	Level	($1000	+)	
Louise	Caccese	

Marilyn	&	Dick	Mazess		

Gold	Level	($500-$999)	
Tom	Baldwin	

CharloTe	&	Ramon	Beccera	
Susan	Cheney	

Dressage	Extensions	
Mission	Equine	Associates	

Marianne	Kruidenier	–	MK	Equestrian	
PlaPnum	Performance	
Riding	Warehouse	

Silver	Level	($201-$499)	

Karen	Christensen	
Coastal	Mobile	Veterinary	

Cow	Girls	Don’t	Cry	
Foxdale	Farms	–	Caitlin	KiesweTer	

Suzanne	Galsterer	
Jedlicka’s	

Laura	and	Dan	Kranzler	
Maraka	MacDonald	Equine	Massage	

Mrs.	Pastures	Horse	Cookies	
Santa	Barbara	Inn	

Seventh	Wave	Web	Design	–	Stacey	Voigt	
South	Coast	Equine	PracPce	
Straight	Arrow	(Mane	'n	Tail)	

Uckele	Equine	
WildFed	Horse	Feed	
Ingrid	M.	Wolff,	DVM	

SBC-CDS Thanks  
Our Generous Sponsors!
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Bronze	Level	($100-$200)	
Allyson	Aldrich	
Susan	Ashbrook	
Carole	Benne5	

Karen	Blumenshine,	DVM		
Charlo5e	Bredahl	

Mary	Couch	
Robin	Cudahy	

Ensemble	Theatre	
Full	of	Life	Flatbread	
Horse	Coin	Jewelry	

Liz	Gillman	
Carolyn	&	Stan	Kranzler	

Alexandra	Kummer	Klein	Equine	Massage	
Laura	&	Gary	Langford	

Dan	Quinajon	
Lindsey	Reed	

Roberta	Sanford	
Sea	Smoke	Winery	

KrisO	Ullman	
Valley	Vet	Supply	

Friends	and	Donors	($1-$99)	
Bu5onwood	Winery	

Carr	Winery	
Nicole	Chastain	
Julie	Corle5	

Karen	Cornelius	
Daffodyl	Lily	Jewelry	Designs	

Dr’s	Foster	&	Smith	
Kip	Goldreyer	
La	Cumbre	Feed	
Michelle	Lafond	

Lemos	Feed	&	Pet	Supply	
Grand	Meadows	

Nancy	&	Mike	Heise	
Rincon	Vista	Farms	
Rafael	MarOnez	
Bobby	Missildine	

Santa	Barbara	Art	Museum	
Santa	Barbara	Carriage	&	Western	Museum 

Santa	Ynez	Saddles	&	Leather	
Style	Stock	

Twenty	Four	Carrots	Organic	Horse	Treats	
Wendy	Wergeles	
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2018 Calendar 

CDS and SBC-CDS sponsored or endorsed 
events: 

March 10, 2018. Ride-a-Test Clinic with Sandi 
Chohany. In the Irons Farm, Goleta.  
Contact: Ellen Thorne: 724-610-2869; 
ekthorne1@gmail.com

May 19-20, 2018. Spring Dressage in Santa Barbara. Earl Warren Showgrounds.  
Ulf Wadeborn, “S,” Judge. 

August 12. CDS Central Regional Adult Amateur Competition. Twin Rivers Ranch, 
Paso Robles. Hilda Gurney, FEI “I,” and Melonie Kessler, “S,”Judges. 

August 18-19. Summer Dressage in the Valley. High Star Farm, Los Alamos.  
Brent Hicks, “S,” Judge. 

The events below are not SBC-CDS sponsored, but are listed because they may be  
of interest to our members: 

Gerhard Politz Clinics, May 5-6, July 28-29, and November 10-11, 2018. Refugio 
Road Ranch, 2181 N. Refugio Road, Santa Ynez.  
These clinics sponsor a new fund established at the Dressage Foundation 
supporting Young Professionals. Gerhard will donate half of his $165 per ride fee  
to this fund.  
For more information on Gerhard’s background, students, and training methods,  
see gprider.com 
For more information or to sign up for the clinic, contact Sarah Graham at 
s.graham@agpsia.com 

LPTR Tack & Tog Sale: Thursday, July 19, 2018, 6-9 pm. Santa Barbara Humane 
Society. Contact: Terri Jo Ortega, tjortega2@gmail.com 

http://gprider.com
mailto:s.graham@agpsia.com
http://gprider.com
mailto:s.graham@agpsia.com
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SANTA BARBARA COUNTY CHAPTER  

CALIFORNIA DRESSAGE SOCIETY  

2018 Board of Directors 

Chair: Mary Couch (marycouch1@me.com) 
Secretary: Susan Ashbrook (sjashbrook@gmail.com)  
Treasurer: Karen Christensen (kic@cox.net)  
Show Co-Chairs:  Gina von der Burg (amour4paws@gmail.com) 
   Karen Christensen (kic@cox.net)  
Education: Ellen Thorne (ekthorne1@gmail.com)
Sponsorship: Sarah McClintock (semcclintock22@yahoo.com) 
Social: Michelle Bischoff (Michellecb805@gmail.com)  
Newsletter: Lindsey Reed (Lreed@silcom.com)  
Social Media: Vacant 
Membership: Vacant 

Like Us on Facebook! Check out our Website! 
Like us on Facebook to be the first to know about chapter and other local shows and 
clinics, share your own photos and lesson take-a-ways with our community, and access 
posts about our sport and keeping our partners fit and happy.   
facebook.com/sbdressage 

Our website is also a great source for information about our chapter’s activities. Visit us 
at sbccds.org

mailto:amour4paws@gmail.com
http://sbccds.org
mailto:amour4paws@gmail.com
http://sbccds.org

